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Goals of the Course

• Study a closely related set of morphophonological phenomena
in a set of closely related languages

• Get a better understanding of basic phonological
processes/mechanisms such as harmony and the OCP

• Get a better understanding of nonconcatenative morphology,
especially of templatic morphology
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Phenomena

• Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization
(aka ‘mobile affixes’)

• Root-internal Reduplication

• Classical OCP-effects

• Sonority-driven Epenthesis

• Class-sensitive Root-and-Pattern Morphology
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Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization

Local Palatalization – Amharic 2sg fem (Rose 1997:31)

(Palatalization applies only to coronals)
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Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization

Local Palatalization – Chaha 2sg fem (Rose 1997:60)

2sg masc 2sg fem

(Palatalization applies only to coronals and dorsals)
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Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization

Long-Distance Palatalization – Chaha 2sg fem (Rose 1997:61)

(Palatalization applies only to coronals and dorsals)
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Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization

Coronal Intervention – Chaha 2sg fem (Rose 1997:69)

(Palatalization applies only to coronals and dorsals)
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Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization

Local Palatalization – Harari 2sg fem (Rose 1997:41)
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Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization

Long-Distance Palatalization – Harari 2sg fem (Rose 1997:42)
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Long-distance Palatalization and Labialization

Long-Distance Labialisation in Chaha (Rose 2006, Akinlabi 1996)

Verb Verb + 3sm Objekt

a. dänäg dänägw ‘hit’

b. näkäs näkwäs ‘bite’

c. qätär qwätär ‘kill’

d. sädäd sädäd ‘chase"
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Root-internal Reduplication

Root-internal Reduplication – Tigre, (Rose 2003:114)

11 / 23



Root-internal Reduplication

Root-internal Reduplication, Class and Templates – Tigre

(Rose 2003:116)
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Classical OCP-effects

Classical OCP-effects

(Ethiopian) Semitic . . .

• . . . has verb roots of the shape C1 C2 C2 (samam)

• . . . doesn’t have verb roots of the shape *C1 C1 C2 (*sasam)
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Classical OCP-effects

Classical Derivation of the Root Restriction by the OCP
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Classical OCP-effects

The OCP & Palatalization Chaha 2sg fem (Rose 2007:37)

15 / 23



Classical OCP-effects

Sonority-Sensitive Epenthesis – Chaha (Rose 2000:399)
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Classical OCP-effects

African Languages
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Classical OCP-effects

Semitic Languages
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Classical OCP-effects

Ethiopian Semitic Languages

19 / 23



Classical OCP-effects

Ethiopian Languages (I)
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Classical OCP-effects

Ethiopian Languages (II)
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Classical OCP-effects

Ethiopian Languages (III)
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Classical OCP-effects
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