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Thc terms transmediality and eeansculturaliny by

the ambiguity of the prefix denote transcendence
as well as processuality and provisionality, Since the
mid-2oth century, transmediality and transcalturality
have been launched into debates about cultural and
medial sectionalisms when competing termy such as
inter- or multiculturahey and wcer- or multimediality
entrenched virulent dissinetions for the organizanon
of privilege and hierarchy. As pragmatic alternatives,

rransmediality and transcolturality seek 1o descnibe
experience with more comprehensive realism and
greater remporary adequacy.

The volume comprises essays by scholars from Amer-
wan Studies, Inter-American Studies, Media Studies,
and Comparative Liteestuee and Culture which explore
cransmediality and transculturality from dittercnt
perspectives and m vanous cultural contexes and lan-
guages, covering o timespin that reaches from the
Renaissance to the st century and a provenance of
works from Eacape, the Caribbean, and the United
States, A first section applies the cancept of transmedi-
ality and traces its origm to nogions of mermedia in
post- World War 11 transatlannic colture; the second
section of the volume s dedicated 1o the work of Cuban
sociologist Fermando Ortiz who coined the term trans-
culturation in the 19408 and instigated its academic
discussion; and a third section otfers essays thar sound
the contemporary potential of a correlanon of both
terms towards a general rypology of cultural and medial
phenomena.
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