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Dear Professor de Toro, 

Dear Mrs. Doron, 

Dear Mr. Sansal, dear Mr. Gribenski, 

Dear Mrs. Metz, 

Dear ladies and gentlemen, 

It is a great pleasure and honor to speak to you today on behalf of the Mayor of Leipzig, Mr. 

Burkhart Jung. 

During these days, Leipzig bows to Prof. de Toro a globally accredited scholar. Professor Dr. 

Alfonso de Toro can look back to an extremely successful career in scholarship and research. 

We are proud that his life centers around Leipzig for a long time now, a city that has always 

endeavored to be an international and open city, offering a spiritual as well as physical home 

to people from all over the world. 

At the moment, everywhere in Germany, but also in Europe and beyond, the many refugees 

that come to us are the big topic. The Mayor has declared the accommodation of everyone 

arriving to be the main issue of current municipal politics. 

This is a time when the proclaimed internationality of the city has to be proved in everyday 

life, both in terms of administration as of citizenry. 

Dear Professor de Toro, you have contributed as a powerfully eloquent, at times inconvenient 

thinker and man of action to prepare Leipzig for the challenges that a growing, attractive 

university town is facing in the age of globalization. Thinking about “the power of the word 

and of literature” and the strategies for peace related to it, the topic of this evening is your big 

contribution to the many current topics of our urban society. 

As the founder and director of the Ibero-American Research Center and the Francophone 

Research Center located at the Institute for Romance Studies at the University of Leipzig, you 

stand for the internationality of our city. Your many publications have been translated to 

many languages. As a guest professor you shared your knowledge with students in Latin 

America, the United States, Europe, Israel and also, again and again, in the Maghreb. You 

developed, discussed and shared your positions with your colleagues. From these countries, 

many students and high-ranking scholars and intellectuals came to Leipzig to continue to 

work and think with you and to create a public discourse. We can see this in the impressive 

panel of guests in today’s event. 

“Thinking Leipzig Ahead” is the title of the Mayor’s and the town officials’ position paper 

that has been developed and used by the municipal administration for some time now. 



Thinking and rethinking is not only the task of scholarship, but it has to engage in the 

dialogue with practice, has to be trained in it and thus builds a bridge to today’s topic. 

The courage to do so repeatedly distinguished you in the eyes of the city of Leipzig in a very 

special way, and for that, we are very thankful. “Paths are made by walking them”, Kafka 

says. Often, one first must create these paths mentally, clearing them, fixing them or widening 

before making room for others. 

Therefore, we are particularly pleased about the presence of Mr Boualem Sansal, awardee of 

the “Friedenspreis des Deutschen Buchhandels” (Peace Prize of the German Book Trade), and 

we are looking forward to your comments. Your name is on the board of the awardees at the 

entrance of St. Paul's Church in our twin city Frankfurt together with many important 

intellectuals. These days, in the framework of the celebrations of “25 years of German Unity” 

we have inaugurated an exhibition on the “peaceful revolution of autumn 1989” before this 

board. Also, here on the walls of the “Oberlichtsaal” of the municipal library, we see 

impressive photographs and documents from this period. The city of Leipzig is very aware of 

the responsibility that stems from the events of the recent past. But still, we need “strong 

minds” that accompany us on this path.  

We thank you, Mr. Sansal, but you too, Mrs. Doron, that you repeatedly visit our town, 

especially during the book fair, when the opportunities are particularly good to reach a 

broader public. Every year, particularly during the book fair here in Leipzig, we experience 

the formative influence word and literature can have, especially on young people. 

In the context of “50 years of diplomatic relations Germany Israel”, you, Mrs. Doron, have 

shown impressively with your new novel “Who the fuck is Kafka?”, presented during the 

“long night of Israeli literature” at the Schauspielhaus in the framework of this year's book 

fair, how difficult and prejudice-loaded the interaction between intellectuals can be in your 

country – with the example of your own encounter with the Palestinian author Nadim. 

Finally, the long-time Director of the Institut Français of Leipzig and Dresden, Michel 

Gribenski, has created a great platform for vital exchange and intellectual conversation here in 

Saxony. 

For the city government, creating the conditions for a peaceful and prosperous coexistence of 

many people who live together in all their facets at close quarters, seems, in weeks like these, 

like a Herculean task. 

On behalf of the Mayor, I thank you all for your effort to promote this cooperation with the 

power of the word and the literature across borders and I wish you, dear Professor de Toro, all 

the best and a productive time in scholarship and the world here in Leipzig.  


